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ABBREVIATIONS AND GLOSSARY 

ACH&HHAR  Aboriginal Cultural Heritage  & Historic Heritage Assessment Report 

ACHCRs  Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents 

2010 

HMP   Heritage Management Plan 

HMP boundary  Approved project area 

AHIMS  Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System 

AHIP Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit. Issued by HNSW to allow harm to 

Aboriginal objects. 

ASIRF  Aboriginal Site Impact Recording Form 

ATSIHP Act  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection Act 1984 

DPE NSW Department of Planning and Environment 

EP&A Act  NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

EPBC Act   Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

EA  Environmental Assessment 

EIS  Environment Impact Statement 

EPBC Act  Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

HNSW Heritage NSW. Government department tasked with ensuring compliance 

with the NPW Act. HNSW is advised by the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

Advisory Committee (ACHAC) 

km kilometres 

LGA  Local Government Area 

LALC  Local Aboriginal Land Council 

m  metres 

ha  hectares 

NSW  New South Wales 

NPW Act NSW National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. Primary legislation governing 

Aboriginal cultural heritage within NSW. 
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RAPs  Registered Aboriginal Parties. An individual or group who have indicated 

through the ACHCR process that they wish to be consulted regarding the 

project. 
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 INTRODUCTION 

 PREAMBLE 

This Heritage Management Plan (HMP) provides heritage management measures for Aboriginal 

& Historic heritage in relation to the Stubbo Solar Project (the project). The project is located 

approximately 10 kilometres (km) northeast of Gulgong, NSW, within the Mudgee Local 

Aboriginal Land Council (LALC) and Mid-Western Regional Council local government area (LGA) 

boundaries.  

ACEN Australia Pty Ltd (ACEN Australia; formerly UPC/AC Renewables Australia), received 

development consent from the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces for the project, approved 

as State Significant Development (SSD) 10452, on 29 June 2021.  

On 29 June 2021, the Executive Director, Energy, Resources and Industry Assessments granted 

consent to the development application for the Stubbo Solar Farm subject to conditions, under 

delegation from the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces and section 4.38 of the 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (the Act).  

In a letter dated 24 August 2022, the Secretary approved the Applicant’s proposal to develop the 

project in two stages, comprising:  

Stage 1: Road upgrades including construction of the main site access; and  

Stage 2: Construction of the solar farm.  

In a subsequent letter dated 10 May 2023, the Secretary approved the Applicant’s request dated 

8 May 2023 seeking the Planning Secretary’s approval to revise the staging of the Stubbo Solar 

Project under Condition 3 of Schedule 4 of SSD-10452, and to develop the project in four stages 

comprising: 

• Stage 1: Road upgrades (Blue Springs Road) and construction of the main site access. 

• Stage 2: Solar project construction and operation including: 

o Stage 2a: Construction and commissioning of the solar facilities including solar 

array, substation and all ancillary infrastructure, including the switchyard and 

transmission line connection to be constructed by TransGrid. 

o Stage 2b: Operation of the Stubbo Solar Project. 

• Stage 3: Construction, commissioning and operation of the Battery Energy Storage 

System (BESS), including substation and switchyard expansion (within the development 

footprint). 

• Stage 4: Decommissioning of the Stubbo Solar Project at end of life. 

This management plan is for Stage 2a of Stubbo Solar, as approved by the Secretary in the letter 

dated 10 May 2023. 

Key activities for Stage 2a include: 
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• Site compound  

• Fencing works, including security fencing;  

• Access roads including drainage and rehabilitation;  

• Solar arrays that include: 

o General site wide cut to fill earthworks 

o Piling installation 

o Tracker installation 

o Above ground and below ground cable installation and termination 

o Module installation 

• Substation, Switchyard and control buildings works that includes: 

o Earthworks 

o Structures and Footings 

o Gantries and HV Switchgear 

o Transformer installation and connection (Substation only) 

o Control building installations (both Substation and Switchyard)  

• Operations & maintenance building, including warehouse facility;  

• Cold Commissioning works;  

• Hot Commissioning works including Hold Point testing for compliance to AEMO 

requirements;  

• Site wide rehabilitation; 

• All other associated infrastructure. 

TransGrid will be involved in the establishment of the transmission line within the HMP boundary 

and ACEN must ensure TransGrid conform the to requirements of this HMP. 

The HMP for stage 1 has been approved by the DPE.  

As such, this HMP applies only to stage 2 of the project.  The HMP boundary relevant to stage 2 

is shown on Figure 1-1. There will be no impacts outside this boundary. 

This HMP has been prepared by Dr Jodie Benton, OzArk Environment & Heritage Director and 

Principal Archaeologist. Dr Jodie Benton was endorsed to prepare this HMP by the Secretary of 

the DPE on 23 March 2023.  
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Figure 1-1: Location of HMP boundary. 
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 PURPOSE 

This HMP has been prepared as a tool to give consideration to and to manage Aboriginal heritage 

during the construction and operation of stage 2 of the project. There was no historic heritage 

identified within the HMP boundary, however some additional management measures for historic 

heritage are also provided, specifically in relation to unanticipated finds. This HMP will be used 

by all project employees, contractors, sub-contractors, and visitors as the first point of reference 

for Aboriginal cultural heritage related issues. This HMP forms part of a series of Environmental 

Management Plans that together form the Environmental Management System (EMS) for the 

project. 

This HMP provides a description of the Aboriginal and historic cultural heritage management 

strategies, procedures, controls, and monitoring programs to be implemented within the HMP 

boundary for the construction and operation of the solar project and its ancillary infrastructure.  

This HMP addresses the relevant requirements of the Development Consent. The Development 

Consent conditions and Environmental Assessment (EA) management recommendations 

relevant to this HMP are provided in Section 0. 

 OBJECTIVES 

This HMP has been developed to satisfy the relevant conditions of the Development Consent and 

to ensure that Aboriginal and historic cultural heritage within the HMP boundary is managed in 

accordance with all relevant legislation and in consultation with relevant Aboriginal parties.  

The objectives of this HMP are to set out controls and protocols for management of Aboriginal 

cultural heritage sites and to prevent unapproved impact to any identified and/or unidentified 

Aboriginal or historic cultural heritage sites and values within the HMP boundary. 

This HMP: 

• Details the management procedures for Aboriginal and historic heritage within the HMP 

boundary 

• Details reporting requirements and further heritage assessment requirements 

• Presents a detailed process for ongoing Aboriginal community consultation 

• Outlines the obligations of project personnel to protect Aboriginal sites  

• Describes the roles and responsibilities of personnel in managing Aboriginal heritage sites 

before and after salvage works 

• Provides for continuous improvement through auditing and plan modification. 

The way this HMP addresses the statutory requirements of the Development Consent is detailed 

in Section 0. 
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 REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS OF THIS HMP 

 DEVELOPMENT CONSENT CONDITIONS 

The Development Consent for SSD 10452 stipulates requirement related to this HMP. These are 

summarised in Table 2-1. 

Table 2-2 summarises the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage & Historic Heritage Assessment Report 

(ACH&HHAR) statement of commitments. 

Appendix 2: Development Consent Conditions includes a copy of the ‘relevant conditions’ for 

which this HMP provides measures to ensure compliance, namely Conditions 21 to 23.  

Table 2-1: Aboriginal cultural heritage-related conditions. 

Schedule  Condition Description (NSW DPE 2021) Section/s addressed 

Schedule 2 – 
Terms of 
Consent 

1 In meeting the specific environmental performance 
criteria established under this consent, the Applicant 
must implement all reasonable and feasible measures 
to prevent and/or minimise any material harm to the 
environment that may result from the construction, 
operation, upgrading or decommissioning of the 
development. 

Section 5.1.4 

2 The Applicant must carry out the development: 
(a) generally in accordance with the EIS; and 
(b) in accordance with the conditions of this consent. 

Section 0 

Schedule 3 -
Specific 
Environmental 
Conditions 
(Heritage) 

 

21 The Applicant must ensure the development does not 
cause any direct or indirect impacts on the Aboriginal 
heritage items or any Aboriginal heritage items 
located outside the approved development footprint. 

Section 4.1 and Table 4-1 
provide details on identified 
Aboriginal cultural heritage. 

Section 5 Details 
management measures. 

 

 

22 

 

Prior to carrying out any development that could 
directly or indirectly impact the heritage item identified 
in Table 2 of Appendix 6, the Applicant must salvage 
and relocate the item/s that would be impacted to a 
suitable alternative location, in accordance with the 
Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of 
Aboriginal Objects in NSW (DECCW, 2010), or its 
latest version. 

Section 5.2 and Appendix 3: 
Salvage methodology. 

 

Note this item is no longer 
required to be impacted and 
will be conserved 

23 Prior to carrying out any development that could directly 
or indirectly impact the heritage items identified, the 
Applicant must prepare a Heritage Management Plan 
for the development to the satisfaction of the Planning 
Secretary. This plan must:  

(a) be prepared by suitably qualified and experienced 
persons whose appointment has been endorsed by the 
Planning Secretary;  

(b) be prepared in consultation with Heritage NSW and 
Aboriginal Stakeholders;  

(c) include a description of the measures that would be 
implemented for:  

• protecting the Aboriginal heritage items 
identified in Table 1 of Appendix 6 or items 
located outside the approved development 
footprint, including fencing off the Aboriginal 
heritage items prior to carrying out any 
development that could directly or indirectly 
impact the heritage items identified;  

(a) This HMP is authored by 
Dr Jodie Benton, OzArk 
Director and Principal 
Archaeologist. Dr Benton was 
endorsed by DPE as suitably 
qualified to prepare this Plan 
on 23 March 2023. 

 

(b) Section 3 

 

(c) Sections 3,  5 and 
Appendix 3: Salvage 
methodology. 

 

(d) Section 7.2 
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Schedule  Condition Description (NSW DPE 2021) Section/s addressed 

• salvaging and relocating the Aboriginal heritage 
items located within the approved development 
footprint;  

• a contingency plan and reporting procedure if:  

-     previously unidentified heritage items are 
found; or  

-     Aboriginal skeletal material is discovered;  

• ensuring workers on site receive suitable 
heritage inductions prior to carrying out any 
development on site, and that records are kept 
of these inductions; and  

• ongoing consultation with Aboriginal 
stakeholders during the implementation of the 
plan; and  

(d) include a program to monitor and report on the 
effectiveness of these measures and any heritage 
impacts of the project.  

Following the Planning Secretary’s approval, the 
Applicant must implement the Heritage Management 
Plan. 

Schedule 4 – 
Environmental 
Management 
and Reporting 

2 The Applicant must: 

(a) update the strategies, plans or programs required 
under this consent to the satisfaction of the Secretary 
prior to carrying out any upgrading or decommissioning 
activities on site; and 

(b) review and, if necessary, revise the strategies, plans 
or programs required under this consent to the 
satisfaction of the Secretary within 1 month of the: 

• submission of an incident report under condition 
4 of Schedule 4; 

• submission of an audit report under condition 7 
of Schedule 4; or  

any modification to the conditions of this consent. 

(a) Section 5.1.3, 5.1.4 and 
7.2 

 

(b) Section 7.2 

7 The Planning Secretary must be notified in writing via 
the Major Projects website immediately after the 
Applicant becomes aware of an incident. The 
notification must identify the development (including the 
development application number and the name of the 
development if it has one) and set out the location and 
nature of the incident. Subsequent notification 
requirements must be given, and reports submitted in 
accordance with the requirements set out in Appendix 7. 

Section 6.2.2 

8 The Planning Secretary must be notified in writing via 
the Major Projects website within seven days after the 
Applicant becomes aware of any non-compliance. 

Section 6.2.2 

9 A non-compliance notification must identify the 
development and the application number for it, set out 
the condition of consent that the development is non-
compliant with, the way in which it does not comply and 
the reasons for the non-compliance (if known) and what 
actions have been, or will be, undertaken to address the 
non-compliance. 

Section 6.2.2 

11 Independent Audits of the development must be 
conducted and carried out in accordance with the 

Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements (2020) 
to the following frequency: 

(a) within 3 months of commencing construction; and 

(b) within 3 months of commencement of operations. 

Section 7.2 and 7.3 

12 Proposed independent auditors must be agreed to in 
writing by the Planning Secretary prior to the 
commencement of an Independent Audit. 

Section 7.2 and 7.3 

13 The Planning Secretary may require the initial and 
subsequent Independent Audits to be undertaken at 
different times to those specified in condition 11 of 
Schedule 4 upon giving at least 4 weeks’ notice to the 

Section 7.2 and 7.3 
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Schedule  Condition Description (NSW DPE 2021) Section/s addressed 

Applicant of the date upon which the audit must be 
commenced. 

14 In accordance with the specific requirements in the 
Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements 

(2020), the Applicant must: 

(a) review and respond to each Independent Audit 
Report prepared under condition 11 of Schedule 4 of 
this consent, or condition 13 of Schedule 4 where notice 
is given by the Planning Secretary; 

(b) submit the response to the Planning Secretary; 
and 

(c) make each Independent Audit Report, and 
response to it, publicly available within 60 days of 
submission to the Planning Secretary. unless otherwise 
agreed by the Planning Secretary. 

Section 7.2 and 7.3 

15 Independent Audit Reports and the Applicant’s 
response to audit findings must be submitted to the 
Planning Secretary within 2 months of undertaking the 
independent audit site inspection as outlined in the 
Independent Audit Post Approvals Requirements (2020) 
unless otherwise agreed by the Planning Secretary. 

Section 7.2 and 7.3 

17 The Applicant must: 

(a) make the following information publicly available 
on its website as relevant to the stage of the 
development: 

• the EIS; 

• the final layout plans for the development; 

• current statutory approvals for the development; 

• approved strategies, plans or programs required 
under the conditions of this consent; 

• the proposed staging plans for the development 
if the construction, operation or decommissioning 
of the development is to be staged; 

• how complaints about the development can be 
made; 

• any independent environmental audit, and the 
Applicant’s response to the recommendations in 
any audit; and 

• any other matter required by the Planning 
Secretary; and 

(b) keep this information up to date. 

Section 6.2.3 

 STATEMENT OF COMMITMENTS / ACH&HHAR RECOMMENDATIONS 

Several recommendations were made within the ACH&HHAR (OzArk 2020) following an 

assessment on potential impacts to heritage of the project. These are summarised below in the 

Statement of Commitments (Table 2-2) Further details of these recommendations can be found 

within the ACH&HHAR report. 

Table 2-2: Statement of commitments. 

Statement of Commitments Section/s addressed 

AH 1. The proponent will develop the ACHMP which is to be 

agreed to by the RAPs and DPIE. The ACHMP will also 

include an unanticipated finds protocol, unanticipated 

skeletal remains protocol and long-term management of any 

artefacts 

Consultation in regards to this are detailed in 

Section 3.2 of this report. 

The recommendations and SOC of the 

ACH&HHAR are provided in Section 0 of this 

report. 
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Statement of Commitments Section/s addressed 

AH2. The Aboriginal site (Rosevale IF-01) within the 

development footprint for the project will be salvaged by a 

surface collection of visible artefacts. The recommended 

methodology for the salvage will be finalised after the 

approvals process has been completed in the ACHMP but 

will include the measures outlined in Section 9.3.1 of the 

ACHAR (Appendix D). 

The salvage works will include the mapping, analysis and 

collection of the surface artefact at the affected site. Results 

will be included in a brief report to preserve the data in a 

useable form and an Aboriginal Site Impact Recording Form 

(ASIRF) will be submitted to Aboriginal Heritage Information 

Management System (AHIMS).   

As Rosevale IF-01 is no longer included in the 

impact footprint, this isolated find will not be 

salvaged either for construction or operation. 

The site will be afforded a 5 m buffer area 

protected by a high visibility  barrier (such as 

barrier mesh or bunting fencing) during 

construction. If the impact footprint changes and 

will cause harm to the site, it will be salvaged as 

per the approved conditions. 

The Aboriginal community were glad that the 

artefact at this location could be conserved. 

 

AH3. All land-disturbing activities will be confined to within 

the development footprint and associated tracks and/or 

crossings. Should the parameters of the proposed work 

extend beyond this, then further archaeological assessment 

may be required. 

Section 0 and 5.2 

AH4. The addendum survey area would be included in the 

Aboriginal cultural heritage management plan (ACHMP), 

which will detail the processes for managing unanticipated 

Aboriginal heritage items or potential human remains 

encountered during the life of the project. 

There is no addendum survey area for this 

project. If one were required, the area would 

then be included in the HMP. 

HH1. If items of historic heritage significance are uncovered 

during the project, then the Unanticipated Finds Protocol for 

Historic Heritage included in Appendix 5 of the Aboriginal 

cultural heritage and historic heritage assessment (Appendix 

D) will be enacted. 

Section 5.3.5 

HH2. To avoid the potential for harm to historic objects on 

unassessed adjacent landforms, all ground surface 

disturbing activities will be confined to the development 

footprint. 

Section 1.1. All impacts inside HMP boundary 

HH3. An unanticipated finds protocol for historic heritage will 

be developed and implemented as required during 

construction. 

Section 5.3.5 

HH4. The addendum survey area will be included in the 

Unanticipated Finds Protocol for Historic Heritage which will 

detail the processes for managing unanticipated historic 

heritage items during the life of the project. 

N/A. No addendum area 
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 CONSULTATION 

 CONSULTATION WITH GOVERNMENT STAKEHOLDERS 

This HMP has been prepared in consultation with Heritage NSW as per Schedule 3 Condition 

23(b) of the Development Consent.  

To this end, the following consultation has occurred: 

• On 2 March 2023, ACEN Australia wrote to DPE seeking the Secretary’s endorsement for 

Dr Jodie Benton to prepare the HMP as per Schedule 4 Condition 3 of the Development 

Consent. 

• On 23 March 2023 DPE replied that the Secretary endorsed Dr Jodie Benton of OzArk to 

prepare the HMP. 

• On 26 April 2023 a draft of this HMP was sent to DPE for distribution to Heritage NSW  

• On 4 May 2023 Heritage NSW responded noting that the HMP was suitable and required 

no amendment (Appendix 1: Consultation records Figure 2). 

• On 9 May 2023 DPE responded with a table of minor additions / updates to be made to 

the HMP (Appendix 1: Consultation records Figure 1). 

 ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

In accordance with Schedule 3 Condition 23(b) of the Development Consent, this HMP has been 

prepared in consultation with the Registered Aboriginal Parties (RAPs). 

 Aboriginal parties consulted 

Details of Aboriginal community consultation undertaken for the project are detailed in the 

Aboriginal Cultural and Historic Heritage Assessment Report: Stubbo Solar Farm (the 

ACH&HHAR) prepared by OzArk in 2020.  The assessment followed the guidelines contained in 

the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents 2010 (ACHCRs) 

(DECCW 2010a). In summary, the following Registered Aboriginal Parties (RAPs) were identified 

and consulted with respect to proposed management of Aboriginal cultural heritage: 

• Stakeholder 1 

• Gallanggabang Aboriginal Corporation (GAC) 

• Stakeholder 2 

• Mudgee Local Aboriginal Land Council (MLALC) 

• Murong Gialinga 

• North-Eastern Wiradjuri 

• Paul Brydon 
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• Warrabinga Native Title Claimants Aboriginal Corporation 

• Wellington Valley Wiradjuri Aboriginal Corporation (WVWAC) 

• Girragirra Murun Aboriginal Corporation 

 RAP consultation on this HMP 

All RAPs were invited to attend a workshop to discuss the management plan held on 23 February 

2023. Four RAP representatives attended the workshop in which the HMP was reviewed in detail, 

and comments were immediately incorporated on screen.  

Following the workshop, the amended HMP was provided to all RAPs on 16 March 2023 with 

comments due within 28 days. Three written responses were received (Appendix 1 Figure 3) 

with the relevant comments being summarised as: 

• Concurrence with the minutes of the workshop and that all comments and changes have 

been incorporated into the HMP 

• Their support of the HMP 

All RAP consultation regarding the HMP is recorded and provided in Appendix 1. 

 Ongoing consultation protocols 

ACEN Australia will continue to consult with the RAPs identified in Section 3.2.1 in compliance 

with Development Consent Condition 23 (c). Consultation with the RAPs will include, but not be 

limited to: 

• This version of the draft HMP will have been reviewed by the RAPs and any applicable 

comments will be incorporated into the final version. 

• Notification of new discoveries of Aboriginal objects (Section 6.3.1). 

• Notification of new discoveries of Aboriginal skeletal material (Section 6.4). 

• Review of the HMP, any modifications to the Development Consent in accordance with 

relevant requirements, as established by the regulatory authorities (currently Heritage 

NSW) (Section 7). 

• Any archaeological salvage program. 

• Significant changes to the project that may have implications for Aboriginal heritage 

management 

• Significant land management actions are required in Aboriginal site protection areas not 

envisaged by this HMP 

• Opportunities for RAPs to participate in employment, training and supply of goods and 

services 
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Meetings with RAPs should occur minimum annually for ACEN project updates and general 

consultation, allowing for regular and inclusive engagement so that ideas, aspirations and 

concerns can be raised at regular intervals. ACEN will be responsible for organising and running 

these meetings annually. 

 Dispute/issue resolution 

Issues raised by RAPs in conversations whether by telephone or in person in the course of 

ongoing consultation will be documented in writing by ACEN Australia or the archaeologist 

involved in the correspondence and responded to in a timely fashion. 

 Long-term artefact management 

As no artefacts are to be salvaged as part of this management plan, there was no requirement to 

nominate the long-term strategy. A preference was recorded in meetings with RAPs for artefacts 

to be reburied on site, in a safe location, should artefacts be encountered under the unanticipated 

finds protocol outlined in Section 5.3.2. As these protocol includes further Aboriginal community 

consultation, the long-term fate of any artefacts encountered can be further discussed at that 

time. 
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 ABORIGINAL AND HISTORIC CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUES 

 IDENTIFIED ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE 

As a result of the Aboriginal cultural heritage assessment (OzArk 2020), 23 Aboriginal sites were 

identified within the HMP boundary. Two previously recorded Aboriginal sites are also located 

within the HMP boundary. 

All sites within the HMP boundary are ‘valid’ and include nine isolated finds, nine artefact scatters 

with potential archaeological deposits (PADs), three isolated find with PADs, two artefact scatters, 

one PAD and one culturally modified tree.  

Table 4-1 outlines the details of the Aboriginal sites within the HMP boundary, Figure 4-1 shows 

the location of these sites and Figure 4-2 

Detailed descriptions and images of each site are provided in Section 6.4 of OzArk 2020. 

Table 4-1: Aboriginal heritage sites within the HMP boundary. 

AHIMS ID Site Name Site Details 
GDA 

Zone 55 
Easting 

GDA Zone 
55 Northing 

36-3-2515 IF 23 Artefact scatter and PAD 743898 6429818 

36-3-3691 Rosevale IF-01 Isolated artefact 744841 6431333 

36-3-3685 Stubbo Creek IF-01 
Isolated artefact 

742486 6428610 

36-3-3686 Stubbo Creek IF-02 
Isolated artefact 

742281 6428791 

36-3-3687 Stubbo Creek IF-03 
Isolated artefact 

742156 6428746 

36-3-3688 Stubbo Creek IF-04 
Isolated artefact 

741644 6428683 

36-3-3689 Stubbo Creek IF-05 
Isolated artefact 

741075 6428138 

36-3-3690 Stubbo Creek IF-06 
Isolated artefact 

741761 6428691 

36-3-3675 Stubbo Creek OS-01 Artefact scatter and PAD 741155 6428155 

36-3-3676 Stubbo Creek OS-02 Artefact scatter and PAD 741192 6428382 

36-3-3677 Stubbo Creek OS-03 Artefact scatter 741465 6428505 

36-3-3678 Stubbo Creek OS-04 Artefact scatter and PAD 741519 6428681 

36-3-3679 Stubbo Creek OS-05 Artefact scatter and PAD 741763 6428651 

36-3-3680 Stubbo Creek OS-06 Artefact scatter and PAD 742046 6428478 

36-3-3681 Stubbo Creek OS-07 Artefact scatter and PAD 742308 6428581 

36-3-3682 Stubbo Creek OS-08 Artefact scatter and PAD 741870 6428836 
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AHIMS ID Site Name Site Details 
GDA 

Zone 55 
Easting 

GDA Zone 
55 Northing 

36-3-3670 The Pinnacle IF-01 Isolated artefact and PAD 743861 6430006 

36-3-3671 The Pinnacle IF-02 Isolated artefact and PAD 743207 6429405 

36-3-3672 The Pinnacle IF-03 Isolated artefact 743989 6429318 

36-3-3673 The Pinnacle IF-04 Isolated artefact and PAD 743635 6429017 

36-3-3674 The Pinnacle IF-05 Isolated artefact 743383 6429701 

36-3-3683 The Pinnacle OS-01 Artefact scatter 744221 6430351 

36-3-3684 The Pinnacle OS-02 Artefact scatter with PAD 743331 6429599 

N/A The Pinnacle PAD-01 PAD 743372 6429582 

36-3-1423 TRE 21 Scarred tree 743892 6429738 
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Figure 4-1: Aboriginal heritage sites within the HMP boundary. 

 

Redacted 
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Figure 4-2: Location of Aboriginal site in relation to proposed infrastructure impacts  

 

Redacted 
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 ABORIGINAL SOCIO-CULTURAL VALUES 

Socio-cultural values relate to the importance of a site or features to the relevant cultural group: 

in this case the Aboriginal and local community. Aspects of social value include the assessment 

of sites, objects and landscapes that are traditionally significant or that have contemporary 

importance to the Aboriginal community. This importance involves both traditional links with 

specific areas, as well as an overall concern by Aboriginal people for their sites generally and the 

continued protection of these. This type of value may not be in accord with interpretations made 

by the archaeologist. For example, a site may have low archaeological value but high social value, 

or vice versa. 

 Aboriginal cultural values 

All recorded Aboriginal sites within the HMP boundary hold value to the local Aboriginal 

community. 

During the ACHCRs and as documented in Section 8.2 of the ACHAR, WVWAC and GAC shared 

the following cultural information relating to the project area: 

…to indicate that areas close by to this development area have known Cultural 

Heritage sites and that this Development area is known to be in our traditional 

information relating back to the Mudige or Mudigee Clan as the clan boundary is very 

close by.  

WVWAC shared further cultural information relating to the project area: 

WVWAC again would like to indicate that areas close by to this development area 

have known Cultural Heritage sites and that this Development area is a known to be 

in our traditional information relating back to the Mudigee Clan as the clan boundary 

is very close by. This is a boundary of three Clan areas and is highly culturally 

significant as meetings took place in and around this project development site. 

 HISTORIC HERITAGE  

There are no listed historic sites present within the HMP boundary and no historic sites were 

recorded during the assessment. As such, there will be no impact to any historic sites from the 

proposed works.  

Overall, there was limited potential for historic heritage to be present inside the HMP boundary. 

The heritage values associated with the study area are derived from practices which are unlikely 

to leave physical remains such as grazing. As such, potential remaining physical fabric such as 

cattle yards, fencing, etc. have been upgraded over time and no historic remnants were recorded 

during the assessment. In addition, no areas of potential historical deposits were identified. 
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 HERITAGE MANAGEMENT MEASURES 

As no historic heritage is present within the HMP boundary, the following sections will focus on 

Aboriginal heritage. Historic heritage will be covered in relation to unanticipated finds in the 

relevant sub-section. 

 OBLIGATION TO PROTECT ALL ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE 

 Obligation to avoid harm 

All employees, contractors, sub-contractors, and visitors to the project have an obligation to avoid 

harming Aboriginal heritage. 

The definition of harm used in this HMP stems from the definition in Section 5 of National Parks 

and Wildlife Act 1974 (NPW Act). The examples used below are for illustrative purposes and are 

not exhaustive. 

Harm to an Aboriginal object or Aboriginal site includes:  

• Moving or collecting stone artefacts (although picking up artefacts and inspecting them is 

acceptable if they are immediately returned to their original location). 

• Disturbing the earth where stone artefacts are located, e.g., by earthworks for drains, 

roads, etc. 

• Breaking stone artefacts, e.g., by running over them in a vehicle. 

• Cutting down, disturbing or otherwise marking scarred trees. 

Trivial or negligible impacts on Aboriginal objects are not regarded as harm.  

 Obligation to protect 

All personnel, contractors and subcontractors having responsibility for land management, 

construction or operation inside the HMP boundary have an obligation to protect Aboriginal 

heritage within their area of work responsibility.  

Protection means having accurate information on the location of known Aboriginal heritage 

objects on all applicable site plans and undertaking active measures to avoid harm to Aboriginal 

heritage. This may include fencing, mitigation of erosion effects, and/or modification of work plans 

to safeguard Aboriginal heritage such as changing design plans to avoid harm to known 

Aboriginal objects. 

It should be noted information relating to the location and extent of Aboriginal heritage items must 

reflect the recorded extent of the site shown in the AHIMS site card map for that site, the single 

centralised location of a site is not acceptable unless that site is an isolated find. 
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The location of Aboriginal objects must be made clear to any future users or owners of an area. 

Moreover, implementation of an Unanticipated Find Procedure should be in place for all project 

activities (Section 5.3). 

 Obligation to implement management measures 

All employees, contractors and sub-contractors of the project have a responsibility to ensure that 

the appropriate Aboriginal heritage management measures have been implemented prior to 

construction activities commencing. 

Once the project is operational, management measures are required to be maintained throughout 

the life of the project. 

 Obligation to minimise harm to the environment 

In meeting the specific environmental performance criteria established under this Development 

Consent, ACEN Australia will implement all reasonable and feasible measures to prevent and/or 

minimise any material harm to the environment that may result from the construction, operation, 

upgrading or decommissioning of the project.  

 MEASURES TO PROTECT KNOWN ABORIGINAL OBJECTS 

Potential measures to protect and manage Aboriginal objects within the HMP boundary are 

described below. 

In accordance with the Development Consent, the project has received approval to impact one 

Aboriginal site 36-3-3691 (Rosevale IF-01). However, ACEN Australia have now committed to 

avoiding the site and it is no longer at risk of impact from the project. As such, all 25 Aboriginal 

sites within the HMP boundary will be conserved in the landscape. 

24 recorded Aboriginal sites will be located within the environmental exclusion zone. The mapping 

provided includes polygon buffers around the recorded site extents, all of which are wholly within 

the exclusion zone. The buffer areas consist of 20 m for sites with PAD, 5 m for isolated finds and 

10 m for 36-3-2515 (IF23). It is not envisaged that these sites be individually fenced, as the entire 

zone is an exclusion area. 

Rosevale IF-01 is not included within the environmental exclusion zone and will be managed 

separately by ACEN Australia with a 5 m buffer area and high visibility fencing (such as barrier 

mesh or bunting) will be installed around this buffer area as a visible barrier during construction.  

These measures must be maintained once the project moves from construction to operation and 

ACEN must ensure appropriate environmental supervision to this end. 
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 UNANTICIPATED HERITAGE FINDS PROCEDURES 

The following sections outline the management strategies to be adhered to if any new sites or 

Aboriginal ancestral remains are identified within the HMP boundary.  

It is noted that all new sites or Aboriginal ancestral remains will be recorded in accordance with 

Heritage NSW requirements, including submission of a site card to Heritage NSW in accordance 

with Section 89A of the NPW Act.  

If any unanticipated finds require salvaging, an Aboriginal Site Impact Recording Form (ASIRF) 

form must be completed after authorised impact to a site. ASIRFs will be submitted to Heritage 

NSW within a reasonable timeframe. 

 Potential skeletal remains 

The procedure related to the discovery of suspected human skeletal material are based on 

Requirement 25 of the Code of Practice.  

In the unlikely event that a potential burial site or potential human skeletal material is exposed 

within the HMP boundary, the following procedure should be followed: 

• All work in the vicinity of the skeletal material will cease immediately and a minimum buffer 

of 10 m in all directions of the visible remains must be cordoned off with temporary 

construction fencing 

• The find/s will be immediately reported to the work supervisor who will immediately advise 

ACEN Australia or other nominated senior staff member 

• ACEN Australia will promptly notify the NSW Police Force (as required for all human 

remains discoveries) and Heritage NSW (02 9873 8500 (heritagemailbox 

@environment.nsw.gov.au) for advice on identification of the skeletal material as 

Aboriginal and management of the material. 

• If the remains are suspected to be human, the NSW Police Force will engage a suitably 

qualified person to inspect the remains and decide of whether the remains are human, 

and if so, the likely ancestry (Aboriginal or non-Aboriginal) and antiquity (precontact, 

historical or forensic):  

o If the remains are identified as forensic the area is deemed as a crime scene and 

police instructions will be followed 

o If the remains are identified as Aboriginal, the site is to be secured and Heritage 

NSW and all RAPs are to be notified in writing. An appropriate methodology for 

possible exhumation will be developed in consultation with Heritage NSW and the 

RAPs 

o If the remains are non-Aboriginal (historical) remains, the site is to be secured and 

the Heritage NSW is to be contacted. An appropriate methodology for possible 

exhumation will be developed in consultation with Heritage NSW. 
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The above process functions only to appropriately identify the remains and secure the site. From 

this time, the management of the remains is to be determined through liaison with the appropriate 

stakeholders (including the NSW Police Force, forensic anthropologist, Heritage NSW, and RAPs 

[if ancestral remains are being disturbed]). 

Recommencement of work in the area surrounding the Aboriginal ancestral remains can only 

occur once the updated HMP for the project has been endorsed by the Secretary (or their 

delegate), or the Secretary is satisfied that the measures to be implemented in managing the 

remains have been undertaken and makes a written direction in that regard. 

 Discovery of unrecorded Aboriginal object(s) 

5.3.2.1 Initial procedures 

Should a previously unknown artefact scatter or isolated artefact be identified, all works in the 

vicinity of the site should cease and ACEN Australia will be informed of the presence of the site. 

The opportunity will then be provided to an archaeologist and RAP/s to inspect the newly 

identified artefact scatter/isolated find and confirm or not Aboriginal origin of the find(s). 

If the site does comprise Aboriginal objects and has not been substantially subject to disturbance 

activities and is not required to be disturbed because of approved project activities, the location 

and extent of the site will be documented, and any relevant plans will note the location of the site 

and the requirement to avoid impact. 

Where a risk is identified that approved activities may have the potential to indirectly interact with 

the site; it will be clearly demarcated prior to the commencement of works in the vicinity. 

Demarcation will be undertaken in accordance with the methodology provided below. 

• The known site area and immediate surrounds will be inspected, and all surface artefacts 

flagged to allow clear identification of artefact distribution 

• The distribution of surface artefacts will be considered to determine the minimum area 

around the site that should be fenced to ensure protection  

• Demarcations will be installed around the identified site extent. 

If the site has been substantially disturbed by approved activities or will be subject to impact and 

is located within the HMP boundary, the nature and significance of the site will be considered, 

and one of the two approaches outlined below will be adopted: 

• If examination of the nature and significance of the new site determines it has low 

archaeological significance, a surface collection will be conducted in accordance with the 

methodology in Appendix 3. 

• If examination of the nature and significance of the new site determines that it has 

moderate to high archaeological significance, ACEN Australia will consult with the RAPs 
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to develop an appropriate management strategy for the site. As an interim management 

measure, the site will be subject to protection measures as described above. 

In the event of any unexpected, confirmed Aboriginal heritage finds, the protocols documented in 

Sections 6.2.2 and 6.3 should be followed, including all agency notifications. 

5.3.2.2 New sites within non-impact areas 

If the site is not within or near to the approved impact area, there is no requirement to fence the 

sites. If the site is near the approved impact area and could be inadvertently harmed, the 

procedure set out in Section 5.3 should be followed. Recommencement of worker may only take 

place one the required management measures are implemented.  

Proposed impact by the Project or related activities to any site outside of the approved impact 

area will require an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) to be obtained from the Heritage 

NSW, unless it is part of a future modification to SSD-10452 and been granted the necessary 

approvals. 

 Aboriginal scarred trees 

Should a previously unknown Aboriginal scarred tree be identified, all works in the vicinity of the 

site will cease and ACEN Australia will be informed of the presence of the site. The opportunity 

will then be provided to a qualified archaeologist, RAP/s and a qualified arborist (if required) to 

inspect the newly identified tree and evaluate whether the scarring is a result of Aboriginal cultural 

activities and, if this is the case, to assess the Aboriginal cultural and archaeological significance 

of the site. 

If the site is confirmed as an Aboriginal scarred tree and is not required to be disturbed because 

of approved project activities, a fence should be erected around the site as a protection measure. 

The location and dimensions of the fence should be determined with reference to the size and 

condition of the tree. 

If the site is confirmed as an Aboriginal scarred tree and is subject to impact because of approved 

project activities, it will be subject to temporary protection measures as described above until 

such time as an appropriate management strategy has been developed for the site. ACEN 

Australia will consult with the RAPs and a suitably qualified archaeologist to develop an 

appropriate management strategy for the site. If suitable, the methodology for scarred tree 

salvage provided in Appendix 3 may be used. 

 Other site types 

Should a previously unknown site of any other type (such as a hearth) be identified, all works in 

the vicinity of the site should cease and ACEN Australia will be informed of the presence of the 

site.  
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The opportunity will then be provided to an archaeologist and RAP/s representatives to inspect 

the newly identified site. The proprietor will then consult with the RAPs and Heritage NSW (if 

required) to develop an appropriate management strategy for the site with reference to its location 

within or outside the development footprint. 

As an interim management measure, if a risk is identified that approved activities may have the 

potential to interact with the site, it will be clearly demarcated prior to the commencement of works 

being undertaken in the vicinity. 

 Unanticipated historic heritage  

A historic artefact is anything which is the result of past activity not related to the Aboriginal 

occupation of the area. This includes pottery, wood, glass and metal objects as well as the built 

remains of structures, sometimes heavily ruined. Heritage significance of historic items is 

assessed by suitably qualified specialists who place the item or site in context and determine its 

role in aiding the community’s understanding of the local area, or their wider role in being an 

exemplar of state or even national historic themes. 

The following protocol should be followed if previously unrecorded or unanticipated historic 

objects are encountered: 

1. All ground surface disturbance in the area of the finds should cease immediately, then: 

a) The discoverer of the find(s) will notify machinery operators in the immediate vicinity of 

the find(s) so that work can be halted 

b) The site supervisor will be informed of the find(s). 

2. If finds are suspected to be human skeletal remains, then NSW Police must be contacted as a 

matter of priority. 

3. If there is substantial doubt regarding the historic significance for the finds, then gain a qualified 

opinion from an archaeologist as soon as possible. This can circumvent proceeding further along 

the protocol for items which turn out not to be significant. If a quick opinion cannot be gained, or 

the identification is that the item is likely to be significant, then proceed to the next step. 

4. Notify Heritage NSW as soon as practical on 131 555 providing any details of the historic find 

and its location. 

5. If in the view of the heritage specialist or Heritage NSW that the finds appear not to be 

significant, work may recommence without further investigation. Keep a copy of all 

correspondence for future reference. 

6. If in the view of the heritage specialist or Heritage NSW that the finds appear to be significant, 

facilitate the recording and assessment of the finds by a suitably qualified heritage specialist. 

Such a study should include the development of appropriate management strategies. 
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7. If the find(s) are determined to be significant historic items (i.e. of local or state significance), 

any re-commencement of ground surface disturbance may only resume following compliance 

with any legal requirements and gaining written approval from Heritage NSW 

 OTHER MEASURES 

 Performance measures 

ACEN Australia will manage development-related risks to ensure that there are no exceedances 

of the criteria and/or performance measures (as per Schedule 3 Condition 23(d)) as follows: 

1. That this HMP is used and adhered to in relation to the protection and management of 

Aboriginal and historic heritage 

2. That all reasonable care is taken to ensure the conservation of all known Aboriginal 

heritage within the project area 

3. That all new discoveries of Aboriginal and historic cultural heritage are appropriately 

managed 

4. That all applicable plans show the location of known Aboriginal cultural heritage objects 

so that harm to the objects is prevented 

5. That consultation is continued with the RAPs  

6. That all workers and contractors engaged in works within the project are aware of the 

legislative requirement to conserve known Aboriginal cultural heritage objects 

7. That ACEN Australia undertake consultation with the RAPs both in terms of assessing the 

significance of any new discoveries of Aboriginal objects and concerning any incident or 

update to this HMP. 

Should any of these performance measures fail, ACEN Australia will, at the earliest opportunity: 

1. Take all reasonable and feasible measures to ensure that the exceedance ceases and 

does not recur 

2. Consider all reasonable and feasible options for remediation (where relevant) and submit 

a report to DPE describing those options and any preferred remediation measures or 

another course of action 

3. Implement remediation measures as directed by the Planning Secretary, to the 

satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. 

 Aboriginal cultural heritage awareness training 

ACEN Australia recognises that training and awareness is an important aspect of the 

Environmental Management System. 
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All employees, contractors, sub-contractors and visitors to the project area will be made aware of 

the obligation to avoid harm to Aboriginal heritage through an Aboriginal heritage component of 

a general site induction prior to them commencing work on the project. The induction will include 

notifying workers of any Aboriginal heritage objects in proximity to their work areas.  

The induction will include the following points expressed in plain language: 

• The project is located on Wiradjuri Country 

• Aboriginal sites occur across the project 

• Aboriginal sites are of great significance to the Aboriginal community, are important to the 

wider community and must be treated with respect 

• Many Aboriginal artefacts are hidden within the topsoil and are not readily visible. The 

apparent absence of a site does not mean it is no longer in existence 

• Aboriginal sites are protected by law. Should any sites not permitted to be impacted by 

the HMP by impacted by the project, relevant fines for non-compliance may be issued 

• Protocols to be followed for unanticipated finds or skeletal remains. 

An artefact identification sheet is provided in Appendix 4 to assist employees, contractors, sub-

contractors, and visitors to the project should they encounter a potential artefact. 

A record will be kept of all personnel who have completed the general site induction. 

 Access to Aboriginal objects  

ACEN Australia will provide access for RAPs to Aboriginal sites and any potential stored 

Aboriginal objects within the HMP boundary, subject to reasonable safety and security measures. 

These measures may include the location of hazardous areas and the availability of site 

personnel to enable safe access to relevant areas.  

Any request to visit the site is to be made to ACEN Australia at least two weeks before the 

proposed visit to allow for adequate response time. 

 Vehicle access  

Vehicle access must be restricted to approved access routes. If additional or alternative access 

is required, the proposed route should be inspected by a suitably qualified archaeologist and 

RAP/s to ensure Aboriginal objects will not be harmed. 

 Erosion control 

Any erosion and sediment control measures will be undertaken in a manner that avoids 

disturbance to known Aboriginal objects unless an assessment is undertaken and the Secretary 

grants permission for disturbance.  
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If works are required within or near a known Aboriginal cultural heritage site, a suitably qualified 

archaeologist should inspect the site to advise on whether the proposed works are likely to harm 

Aboriginal objects. If harm is possible, a further archaeological assessment to inform the 

Secretary’s permission to complete the works will be required. 

Should erosion control take place near a known Aboriginal site, the following principles will be 

followed: 

• Potential interactions between the remediation works and the cultural heritage sites will 

be managed. The potential for harm to Aboriginal cultural heritage objects should be 

assessed by a suitably qualified archaeologist 

• Natural regeneration of vegetation in an area will be encouraged to return it to as near as 

possible its original form 

• Soft engineering solutions such as the placing of hay bales or coir logs on the surface will 

be preferably implemented to minimise disturbance to the site. 

The timing of audits will change through different project phases. It is recommended that auditing 

be more frequent, i.e. monthly, throughout the construction phase; while it may be six-monthly 

once the project is in normal operation. Should a significant wet weather event or site flooding 

occur, this would require additional auditing / Aboriginal site monitoring. 

It is the responsibility of the ACEN Project Manager to ensure appropriate monitoring of known 

Aboriginal sites throughout the life of the project. This will be undertaken through regular 

environmental auditing by the ACEN Project Manager, who will monitor Aboriginal site condition 

and ensure appropriate implementation of this HMP. Results of these inspections may be 

presented in checklist format and will be included in the compliance reporting outlined in Section 

6.2.5. 
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 RECORD KEEPING AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

 RECORD KEEPING 

 Salvage records 

In event that a site is impacted (following approval from the Secretary, HNSW and the RAPs) 

then a record of the salvage process must be made. This will include a salvage report and 

updating the AHIMS site card using an ASIRF. Details of the temporary or permanent keeping 

place for those materials salvaged must be included in the salvage report and AHIMS site card 

update. Further conditions relating to the salvage of a site may be part of the approval and will 

be followed accordingly.  

 Salvage reports 

If / when required, a technical report will be prepared documenting the results of the Aboriginal 

site salvage in accordance with the Code of Practice. 

 REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

 Establishment of an Aboriginal archaeological sites database 

To ensure that the location and management requirements for Aboriginal archaeological sites are 

understood and considered in the assessment and planning of ground disturbance, ACEN 

Australia will establish and maintain a database of recorded Aboriginal archaeological sites 

located within the HMP boundary.  

This database will be supplemented and reviewed as required to include new sites, update the 

status of salvaged sites, and reflect the outcomes of any additional archaeological investigations. 

The database must be checked prior to the issuing of any on-site approval for ground disturbance 

works.  

The management and update of this database do not preclude obligations to search the AHIMS 

register and maintain AHIMS site card registration. 

 Reporting of HMP non-compliance/incident 

6.2.2.1 Reporting of HMP incident 

Should any Aboriginal or historic cultural heritage site or area be impacted by works not 

authorised as described in this Plan, ACEN Australia will report the incident to DPE as per 

Schedule 4, Conditions 7 of the Development Consent, and with regard to reporting requirements 

documented in Appendix 7 of the Development Consent. 
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The Development Consent specifies that, within seven days of the date of the incident ACEN 

Australia must provide the DPE and any other relevant agencies with a detailed report on the 

exceedance, and such further reports as may be requested. The report must include:  

• The time and date of the incident  

• Details of the incident  

• The correction measures undertaken 

• Measures implemented to prevent re-occurrence.  

Written notice will be submitted via the Major Projects website: 

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects.  

6.2.2.2 Reporting of HMP non-compliance 

Should any non-compliance with this Plan be identified, ACEN Australia will report the incident to 

DPE as per Schedule 4, Conditions 8 to 10 of the Development Consent.  

The Development Consent specifies that, within seven days of the date of the non-compliance, 

ACEN Australia must provide the DPE and any other relevant agencies with a detailed report on 

the exceedance, and such further reports as may be requested. The report must include:  

• The development and the application number for it as set out the in the condition of 

consent 

• Details of the condition of consent that the development is non-compliant with 

•  The manner in which way in which it does not comply  

• The reasons for the non-compliance 

• Measures to address the non-compliance and prevent re-occurrence.  

Written notice will be submitted via the Major Projects website: 

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects.  

It is noted that a non-compliance which has been notified as an incident does not need to also be 

notified as a non-compliance. 

 Access to this Plan and external reporting 

ACEN Australia will make a copy of this Plan available on its website (www.stubbosolar.com.au) 

and will ensure that this is kept up to date as per Schedule 4, Condition 17 of the Development 

Consent. A copy of this Plan will also be made available on the NSW State Significant 

Development portal. A draft copy will be provided to all RAPs for feedback. 

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects
http://www.stubbosolar.com.au/
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As this is a state significant development, this Plan will be made available on the NSW 

Government major projects planning portal. 

ACEN Australia must provide regular reporting on the environmental performance of Stubbo on 

its website, in accordance with the reporting arrangements of this Plan. 

 Adaptive management  

In accordance with Schedule 4, Conditions 8 to 10 of the Development Consent, ACEN Australia 

will manage site activities to facilitate that the requirements of this CHMP are implemented on 

site. Where a non-compliance with this CHMP or an incident has occurred, ACEN Australia will, 

as soon as becoming aware of the non-compliance and to the satisfaction of the Secretary: 

• Take all reasonable and feasible steps to ensure the non-compliance / incident ceases 

and does not reoccur 

• Consider all reasonable and feasible options for remediation (where relevant) and submit 

a report to the Secretary describing these remediation options and any preferred 

remediation measures or other course of action 

• Implement remediation measures as directed by the Secretary. 

 Compliance reporting 

Prior to commencing the construction, upgrading and decommissioning of the development, the 

Proponent will submit a compliance report to the Department in accordance with the relevant 

Compliance Reporting Post Approval Requirements (DPE 2018), or its latest version. 

These compliance reports will include the results of environmental auditing (including visits to 

Aboriginal heritage sites to assess for erosion / fencing and checking induction registers, amongst 

other things) undertaken across the HMP boundary at regular intervals.  

The timing of audits and their reporting will change through different project phases. It is 

recommended that auditing and reporting be more frequent, i.e. monthly, throughout the 

construction phase; while it may be six-monthly once the project is in normal operation. Should a 

significant wet weather event or site flooding occur, this would require additional auditing. 

All compliance reporting is the responsibility of the ACEN Project Manager. 

 STATUTORY REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

There are several statutory reporting requirements associated with Aboriginal objects as detailed 

below. 

 Discovery of Aboriginal objects 

Under Section 89A of the NPW Act, it is a requirement that the AHIMS Registrar is notified of the 

existence of Aboriginal objects as soon as practicable after they are first identified. This is done 
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through the completion of an Aboriginal site card which is submitted to AHIMS for inclusion on 

the Aboriginal objects database. See Section 5.3 for the procedures related to newly discovered 

heritage objects and Section 5.3.1 for skeletal material. 

 STUBBO HERITAGE RECORDS 

Copies of all Stubbo heritage records will be kept by ACEN Australia. Stubbo heritage records 

include: 

• This Plan 

• A copy of the SSD 10452 Development Consent 

• Maps showing heritage site locations 

• Archaeological reports that have been produced for Stubbo 

• All applicable Aboriginal site AHIMS and ASIRF cards. 
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 REVIEW AND IMPROVEMENT 

 PLAN REVIEW 

The HMP will be reviewed following any salvage activities, a change in legislation, or modification 

to Development Consent containing conditions relevant to Aboriginal or historic cultural heritage. 

This will include a review of performance and consideration of ongoing consultation. This will 

ensure the adequacy of the HMP and allow for opportunities of adaptive management and 

continual improvement.  

Changes will be made to the HMP in the following circumstances: 

• Following the completion of salvage activities within the Project Area 

• Where new Aboriginal sites are discovered which require specific management 

approaches proportionate to their cultural significance and which are not otherwise 

covered in this HMP 

• Where approved modifications to the Project introduce new impacts on Aboriginal 

heritage which are not generally covered by this HMP 

• Where approved changes to the Project change or remove previously planned impacts 

on Aboriginal heritage where mitigation was proposed in the HMP but is no longer 

required 

Where changes are made to the HMP, a draft will be subject to Aboriginal consultation in 

accordance with the HMP. Matters raised in consultation which are specific to the changes in the 

HMP may be acknowledged and addressed in the revised HMP. 

Further, a report containing the monitored effectiveness of the measures in the HMP will also be 

completed following any of the circumstances listed above occurring. The report should outline 

whether improvements could be made to management measures throughout the HMP. Should 

the report find improvements could be made, the HMP should be updated. 

 Future updates to this Plan 

Any future changes to the plan will be formatted to easily identify these changes.  

Each version of these changes must be in bold font and in a distinct colour. A colour glossary 

will be included in the abbreviations and glossary of this plan, detailing the date of these changes  

 REVISION OF STRATEGIES, PLANS AND PROGRAMS 

Ongoing monitoring and review of the performance and implementation of this Plan will be 

undertaken in accordance with Schedule 4, Condition 2(b) of the Development Consent. 

Schedule 4, Condition 2(b) states that a review of the Plan will occur within one month of:  

• The submission of an incident report (as discussed in Section 6.2.2). 
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• The submission of an audit report, should it recommend a review of this HMP 

• Any modifications to the conditions of this approval (unless the conditions require 

otherwise). 

ACEN Australia will review, and if necessary, revise, the strategies, plans, and programs required 

under this approval to the satisfaction of the Secretary. Where this review leads to revisions in 

any such document, then within eight weeks of the review, unless the Secretary agrees otherwise, 

the revised document will be submitted to the Secretary for approval.  

It is noted that the review of this HMP as detailed in the conditions of Project Approval will be 

undertaken by ACEN Australia to determine if the HMP remains consistent with the approved 

operations. If a review of this HMP is determined to be required, the review of the HMP will be 

undertaken by a suitably qualified person whose appointment has been approved by the 

Secretary in accordance with the Project Approval.  

Any revision of this Plan must be approved by the Secretary, unless the revision is purely 

administrative in nature, in which case, with the agreement of the Planning Secretary, the a 

revised strategy, plan or program may be prepared without undertaking consultation with all the 

parties referred to under the relevant condition of this consent. 

 INDEPENDENT ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT  

As per Schedule 4, Condition 9 of the Development Consent, an Independent Audit will occur 

within three months of commencing construction and commencing operations. Four weeks’ notice 

will be given to ACEN Australia by the Planning Secretary in the event an audit is required at a 

different time. ACEN Australia will commission and pay the full of the Independent Environmental 

Audit of the development. 

The audit will:  

(a) be conducted in accordance with the Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements 

(2020). 

(b) be led and conducted by a suitably qualified, experienced and independent team of 

experts whose appointment has been endorsed by the Secretary; 

(c) be carried out in consultation with the relevant agencies; 

(d) assess whether the development complies with the relevant requirements in this 

consent, and any strategy, plan or program required under this consent; and 

(e) recommend appropriate measures or actions to improve the environmental 

performance of the development and any strategy, plan or program required under this 

consent. 
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Within two months of commencing an Independent Environmental Audit, or unless otherwise 

agreed by the Secretary, a copy of the audit report will be submitted to the Secretary, and any 

other NSW agency that requests it, together with a response to any recommendations contained 

in the audit report, and a timetable for the implementation of the recommendations. 

Each make each Independent Audit Report, and response to it, will be made publicly available 

within 60 days of submission to the Planning Secretary, unless otherwise agreed by the Planning 

Secretary. 

The recommendations of the Independent Environmental Audit will be implemented to the 

satisfaction of the Secretary. 

 ACCOUNTABILITIES 

 HMP General 

Management at Stubbo will be the responsibility of all employees and contractors. Roles and 

responsibilities for personnel are outlined in Table 7-1 below. 

Table 7-1: Accountabilities. 

Role Accountabilities for this document 

ACEN Project Manager 

• Prepare, implement and review the HMP. 

• Provide adequate resources for the implementation of this HMP. 

• Report all HMP non-compliance and incidents to DPIE through the Major 
Projects website. 

• Comply with all requirements in this HMP. 

• Organise and continue consultation with RAPs. 

• Timely compliance reporting. 

• Organising training and inductions of all Project employees and contractors. 

• Undertake fence and site monitoring during Project construction. 

• Organise Subcontractor Project Archaeologist for site monitoring if changes 
to site condition occur. 

Director, Planning Services 
• Approve this Plan. 

• Provide adequate resources for the implementation of this Plan. 

TransGrid management team 

• Report all incidents, concerns and non-compliance to the ACEN Project 
Manager. 

• Ensure that their component of work complies with all requirements of this 
HMP. 

Subcontractor Project Archaeologist 

• Comply with the requirements of this HMP. 

• Consultation regarding the preparation, implementation and review of the 
HMP. 

• Inspect newly identified sites and subsequent reporting requirements. 

• If requested, partake in site monitoring during Project construction if changes 
to site conditions occur. 

• If required, undertake a salvage program of sites in consultation with RAPs 
following further analysis if sites will be impacted by Project activities. 

All Project employees, visitors, and 
contractors 

• Comply with all requirements in this HMP. 

• Report all incidents and non-compliance to the ACEN Project Manager. 
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 Specific per approval conditions 

It is noted that as no heritage sites will be impacted, no salvage is required and hence no 

specialist heritage inputs are required in terms of responsibilities. 

Table 7-2: Approval conditions and responsibility. 

Approval 
Condition 

Timing Responsibility 

Condition 21 

Pre-construction 

Construction 

Operation 

• It is the ACEN Project Managers responsibility to ensure that the PCL HSE team 
have signed off on the implementation of the measures in this HMP. 

• Should TransGrid also have a role in the representatives-construction phase, then 
the ACEN Project Manager must ensure the TransGrid management team is 
aware of and signed off on this HMP 

• It is the PCL HSE team who must ensure the heritage management provisions of 
this HMP are enacted in a timely fashion. 

• Protective fencing must be erected prior to construction and maintained (ACEN 
Project Manager and PCL have responsibility for this, PCL HSE team before and 
during construction and ACEN Project Manager for operation). 

Condition 22 N/A 
• As this Aboriginal site will no longer be impacted by the project, it will be managed 

as per all other sites as per Condition 21 above, 

Condition 23 Pre-construction 

• ACEN Project Manager has the responsibility to prepare this HMP and ensure their 
contractor PCL commit to its requirements. The TransGrid management team are 
also required to Commit to the provisions of this HMP during the establishment of 
the transmission line within the HMP boundary. 
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 DOCUMENT INFORMATION 

 RELEVANT LEGISLATION 

The following legislation is relevant to this Plan: 

• Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

• Heritage ACT 1977 

• National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection Act 1984 

 REFERENCE INFORMATION 

Reference information, listed in below, is information that is related to the development of this 

document or referenced from within this document. 

DECCW 2010a DECCW 2010, Due Diligence Code of Practice for the Protection of 

Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales, Department of Environment, 

Climate Change and Water, Sydney. 

DECCW 2010b DECCW 2010, Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of 

Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales, Department of Environment, 

Climate Change and Water, Sydney. 

NSWDPIE 2021 NSW Department Planning, Industry and Environment. 2021. 

Development Consent. Schedule 1. SSD 10452.  

OzArk 2020 OzArk EHM 2020. Aboriginal Cultural Heritage & Historic Heritage 

Assessment Report: Stubbo Solar Farm. Report to UPC/AC Renewables.  

Ramboll 2020 Ramboll Australia Pty Ltd 2020. Stubbo Solar Farm Environmental 

Impact Statement.  Report to the Department  of Planning and 

Environment. 
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APPENDIX 1: CONSULTATION RECORDS 

Appendix 1 Figure 1: Correspondence with DPE on this Plan. 
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Appendix 1 Figure 2: Correspondence with Heritage NSW on this Plan.  
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Appendix 1 Table 1: Aboriginal consultation log for Stubbo Solar Project. 

Date  Organisation Comment 

07-Dec-22 Muronggialinga 
ACEN Australia issued letter with project update and 
request for RAP involvement with HMP consultation. 

07-Dec-22 Wellington Valley 
Wiradjuri Aboriginal 
Corporation 

ACEN Australia issued letter with project update and 
request for RAP involvement with HMP consultation. 

07-Dec-22 Gallanggabang Aboriginal 
Corporation  

ACEN Australia issued letter with project update and 
request for RAP involvement with HMP consultation. 

07-Dec-22 Mudgee Local Aboriginal 
Land Council  

ACEN Australia issued letter with project update and 
request for RAP involvement with HMP consultation. 

07-Dec-22 
Paul Brydon 

ACEN Australia issued letter with project update and 
request for RAP involvement with HMP consultation. 

07-Dec-22 
Stakeholder 1 

ACEN Australia issued letter with project update and 
request for RAP involvement with HMP consultation. 

07-Dec-22 
Stakeholder 2 

ACEN Australia issued letter with project update and 
request for RAP involvement with HMP consultation. 

07-Dec-22 Warrabinga Native Title 
Claimants Aboriginal 
Corporation 

ACEN Australia issued letter with project update and 
request for RAP involvement with HMP consultation. 

07-Dec-22 
North-Eastern Wiradjuri 

ACEN Australia issued letter with project update and 
request for RAP involvement with HMP consultation. 

09-Feb-23 Muronggialinga Emailed invitation to Workshop for ACHMP 

09-Feb-23 
Wellington Valley 
Wiradjuri Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Emailed invitation to Workshop for ACHMP 

09-Feb-23 
Gallanggabang Aboriginal 
Corporation  

Emailed invitation to Workshop for ACHMP 

09-Feb-23 
Mudgee Local Aboriginal 
Land Council  

Emailed invitation to Workshop for ACHMP 

09-Feb-23 Paul Brydon Emailed invitation to Workshop for ACHMP 

09-Feb-23 Stakeholder 1 Emailed invitation to Workshop for ACHMP 

09-Feb-23 Stakeholder 2 Emailed invitation to Workshop for ACHMP 

09-Feb-23 
Warrabinga Native Title 
Claimants Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Emailed invitation to Workshop for ACHMP 

09-Feb-23 North-Eastern Wiradjuri Emailed invitation to Workshop for ACHMP 

09-Feb-23 
Warrabinga Native Title 
Claimants Aboriginal 
Corporation 

received email back saying could not deliver to email 
addresses: 
- info@ warrabinga.com.au 
- lance.syme@warrabinga.com.au 

09-Feb-23 
Warrabinga Native Title 
Claimants Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Kylie Manson will attend on warrabinga behalf 

09-Feb-23 Brad Bliss Catherine received call from Brad saying will attend 

11-Feb-23 Muronggialinga Received decline to invite due to other commitments 

16-Feb-23 
Gallanggabang Aboriginal 
Corporation  

CB received call from Melissa advising that she is to be 
the main contact now.  CB redirected invitation to 
Melissa. 

16-Feb-23 Gallanggabang Aboriginal 
Corporation  

CB received email registering for the workshop 

16-Feb-23 Gallanggabang Aboriginal 
Corporation  

CB emailed reply with registration complete. 

20-Feb-23 North-Eastern Wiradjuri 
IC called all contacts to see if received invite to 
workshop. No response. 
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Date  Organisation Comment 

20-Feb-23 
North-Eastern Wiradjuri 

IC received call from Emma who said no one will 
attend as it is unpaid. 

20-Feb-23 Mudgee Local Aboriginal 
Land Council  

IC Said that they are booked out this week but asked 
for the invitation to be recent through 

20-Feb-23 Mudgee Local Aboriginal 
Land Council  

IC emailed invitation at LALC request 

20-Feb-23 Gallanggabang Aboriginal 
Corporation  

called to confirm attendance. Still attending 

20-Feb-23 
Paul Brydon 

IC called mobile no answer. Called landline and they 
asked for CEO to be sent email. 

20-Feb-23 Paul Brydon IC emailed CEO with invitation at LALC request 

20-Feb-23 Stakeholder 1 Called to see if attending workshop. No response. 

20-Feb-23 Stakeholder 1 Called to see if attending workshop. No response. 

20-Feb-23 
Stakeholder 2 

Called to see if attending workshop. Notified no longer 
will be involved in project due to passing. 

20-Feb-23 
Paul Brydon 

IC called. Unable to attend to due clashing mine 
meeting. 

16-Mar-23 
Muronggialinga 

OzArk emailed draft HMP and workshop summary 
notes of meeting provided by ACEN. 

16-Mar-23 Wellington Valley 
Wiradjuri Aboriginal 
Corporation 

OzArk emailed draft HMP and workshop summary 
notes of meeting provided by ACEN. 

16-Mar-23 Gallanggabang Aboriginal 
Corporation  

OzArk emailed draft HMP and workshop summary 
notes of meeting provided by ACEN. 

16-Mar-23 Mudgee Local Aboriginal 
Land Council  

OzArk emailed draft HMP and workshop summary 
notes of meeting provided by ACEN. 

16-Mar-23 
Paul Brydon 

OzArk emailed draft HMP and workshop summary 
notes of meeting provided by ACEN. 

16-Mar-23 Warrabinga Native Title 
Claimants Aboriginal 
Corporation 

OzArk emailed draft HMP and workshop summary 
notes of meeting provided by ACEN. 

16-Mar-23 
North-Eastern Wiradjuri 

OzArk emailed draft HMP and workshop summary 
notes of meeting provided by ACEN. 

16-Mar-23 Girragirra Murun 
Aboriginal Corporation 

OzArk emailed draft HMP and workshop summary 
notes of meeting provided by ACEN. 

16-Mar-23 
Stakeholder 1 

OzArk emailed draft HMP and workshop summary 
notes of meeting provided by ACEN. 

6.4.23 Brad Bliss 
IC called to confirm receipt of HMP. Member asked for 
it to be recent and emailed to 2nd email address as 
well. Email resent. 

6.4.23 Muronggialinga 
IC called to confirm receipt of HMP. No response, 
voicemail left. 

6.4.23 
Girragirra Murun  
Aboriginal Corporation 

IC called to confirm receipt of HMP. Will return 
comments in next couple of days. Wishes to know 
when they are looking to start the project. 

6.4.23 
Gallanggabang Aboriginal 
Corporation  

IC called to confirm receipt of the HMP. Member has 
received and currently working on it 

6.4.23 
Mudgee Local Aboriginal 
Land Council  

IC called to confirm receipt of the HMP. Members have 
not run through the board yet but should be able to 
meet the deadline. 

6.4.23 Paul Brydon 
IC called to confirm receipt of the HMP. Member 
confirms all is okay and no comment on the HMP. 

6.4.23 Stakeholder 1 
IC called to confirm receipt of the HMP. Member is still 
reviewing 
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Date  Organisation Comment 

6.4.23 
Warrabinga Native Title 
Claimants Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Follow up email to confirm receipt of HMP 

6.4.23 North-Eastern Wiradjuri 
IC called to confirm receipt of HMP. No response, 
voicemail left. 

6.4.23 North-Eastern Wiradjuri IC received call that HMP has not yet been reviewed. 

6.4.23 
Girragirra Murun  
Aboriginal Corporation 

IC emailed member to inform timeline of when project 
will begin. 

14.4.23 Brad Bliss 
IC received email stating WVWAC happy with the 
ACHMP. 

14.4.23 Brad Bliss IC emailed thanks. 

17.4.23 
Girragirra Murun  
Aboriginal Corporation 

IC called to say comment due today. RAP happy with 
document and says it is comprehensive and well 
written. Sent email but email undelivered. 

17.4.23 
Gallanggabang Aboriginal 
Corporation  

IC called to say comment due today. RAP said it is on 
its way today. 

17.4.23 
Mudgee Local Aboriginal 
Land Council  

IC called to say comment due today. Have not looked 
at HMP and has not been put before the board. CEO 
will look at it today. 

17.4.23 Stakeholder 1 
IC called to say comment due today. Have not looked 
at HMP. IC asked for email today. 

17.4.23 Muronggialinga 
IC called to say comment due today. Have not looked 
at HMP. IC asked for email today. 

17.4.23 
Warrabinga Native Title 
Claimants Aboriginal 
Corporation 

IC received email stating contact information is out of 
date and only just received HMP. 

17.4.23 
Warrabinga Native Title 
Claimants Aboriginal 
Corporation 

IC responded saying comments due today. 

17.4.23 
Warrabinga Native Title 
Claimants Aboriginal 
Corporation 

IC received email asking for extension. 

17.4.23 
Warrabinga Native Title 
Claimants Aboriginal 
Corporation 

IC responded. Unable to give extension due to 
submission timeline. 

17.4.23 
Gallanggabang Aboriginal 
Corporation  

IC received email of comments. 

17.4.23 
Gallanggabang Aboriginal 
Corporation  

IC responded with thanks. 

17.4.23 
Warrabinga Native Title 
Claimants Aboriginal 
Corporation 

IC and JB received call from Daryl saying HMP had not 
been forwarded to all board members and wanted run 
down of HMP. 

17.4.23 
Girragirra Murun  
Aboriginal Corporation 

CB emailed written HMP comment that follows on from 
earlier verbal comment. 

o CB = Catherine Burrowes; IC = Imogen Crome, JB = Jodie Benton 
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Appendix 1 Figure 3: Sample letter to RAPs seeking review of the draft of this Plan. 
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Appendix 1 Figure 4: Community responses to the draft of this Plan. 
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Appendix 1 Figure 5: ACEN Australia email communications on impact to Rosevale IF-01 (from 19 

December 2022). 
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Appendix 1 Figure 6: Sample meeting invitation for workshop (09 Feb 2023). 
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Appendix 1 Figure 7: Workshop attendance. 
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Appendix 1 Figure 8: Workshop summary notes.  
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APPENDIX 2: DEVELOPMENT CONSENT CONDITIONS 
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APPENDIX 3: SALVAGE METHODOLOGY 

• To be implemented for previously unrecorded sites if identified during works 

Scarred Tree Salvage 

Prior to impact, the scarred section of the tree will be removed by a qualified arborist using the 

following methodology: 

• The scarred sections of the tree will be heavily padded prior to works commencing to 

prevent accidental damage. 

• The limbs above the scar and the section of the trunk above the scar will be removed. 

• The scarred section of the tree will be supported while the trunk is cut off below the scarred 

section leaving sufficient trunk above and below the scars to assist with scar preservation. 

• The scarred section of the trunk will then be transported to a secure storage location at 

the project location as recommended by the RAPs. 

Surface Collection 

The surface collection will include the following methodology: 

• All visible artefacts at a site will be flagged in the field 

• The site should be photographed after flagging and before recording  

• All artefacts should have the following artefact information entered directly into a GPS 

unit:  

o Location 

o Artefact type 

o Size 

o Reduction level 

o Integrity 

o Raw material  

o Notes. 

• A selection of indicative and / or unusual artefacts from each site will be photographed. 

All salvaged Aboriginal stone artefacts will be temporarily stored at the offices of the 

archaeological consultant undertaking the works or at the project location. Following completion 

of the analysis and submission of a final report on salvage works to Heritage NSW, all artefacts 

will be returned to a secure storage location as recommended by the RAPs until a long-term 

management measure is agreed to. Consultation indicated reburial on site in a safe place was 

preferred. 
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APPENDIX 4: ABORIGINAL ARTEFACT IDENTIFICATION 

  

Retouched blades (scale = 1cm) Flakes 

  

Microliths (scale = 1cm) Scraper (scale = 1cm) 

  

Flake characteristics (scale = 1cm) Core from which flakes have been removed (scale = 1cm) 
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